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MONDAY : : :
THE MOSQUITO SCARE.

Anv authoritative statement likely to kill a seare in Hopolulu is welcome.
The in;rr\'it'w given by Mr., Jared G. Smith, special agent in charge of the
Hawaii Experiment Station, today is a timely anfidote to the alarm raised by
sn army offieer relative to mosquitoes in Jocal rice and taro patches, ?IL
Smith, a Federal offieial who has aided the Territorial authorities in initiating
systematie warfare here against the mosquito pest, gives definite testimony
from official investigations to disprove the existence of the vellow fever mos-
cuito in the extemsive rice and taro raising areas adjacent to town.

At the same time, by showing that the yellow fever mosquito is a house
dweller, Mr. Smith does good publie service, That faet should be enough to
yevive, with redoubled vigor, the mosqgnito fighting campaign that already,
desultory though its proseeution, had done wonders in reducing the nuisance in
Honolulu, Hilo and elsewhere, Mosquitoes are not neariy so abundant in the
vowntown sections of thiz eity, during any weather, as™sas the case a few
years ago. In the suburbs a diminution of the pestiferous swarms is noticeable
when a dry spell has lasted over a period of days. Mr, Smith gives publicity
to a signal trausformation that has been effected on Waimanalo plantation
from the introduction of the topminnows. These little mosquito-eaters are
doing good work wherever they are introduced. Yet for immunity from the
pest in town sections, where comparatively large surfaces of water do not
exist, the remedy lies in the prevention of ground littering with empty vessels
to hold fugitive water and thus become mosquito incubators, together with
the systematic oiling of all drains public and private.

Respeeting the published statement that the army post surgeon here had
reported to Washington that the rice and taro fields near Fort Shafter were
infested with the yellow fever mosquito, in consequence of which building
operations at the Fort to cost $300,000 had been countermanded, it would seem
that before this community accepts the fact and bows to the unfortunate con-
scquence an investigation should be held. In this the Army and Navy ought
to joim with the Federal, Territorial and County authorities, the commerecial
and promotion hodies also, perhaps, participating. If the yeliow fever mos-
quito does not in reality exist in the wet lands and jungles Hgnolulu as well
as the Army and Navy suthorities ought to have the truth demonstrated. And,
on the other hand, if the vellow fever mosquito is exclusively a domestie
insect, the fact should, as already suggested, incite a war to the finish against
the entire mosquito tribe throughout all human® habitatiors in this Territory.
With the night species would go the one that flies by day and carries pestilence
on its wings. 3

The desirability of an investigation such as that here suggested is made
greater by the scientific evidenee that there is a day mosquito here which is
not the yellow fever kind. Perhaps it was this other that a recent informant
of the Advertiser met in dense swarms in the bush near Kalihi beach. Possibly
also it is the more innocuous of the two kinds of day mosquito which the
ypost surgeon has diseovered in the rice fields. Aceording to the Federal en-
tomologist it is easy to mistake ome for the other. Mr. Van Dine, while report-
ing the existence of the yellow fever mosquito here, tells also abv?ut the forest
mosquito (Stegomyia sentellaris) as follows in the bulletin quoted by Mr,
Smith: !

““This species and the yellow-fever mosquito are known locally as the “day’
mosquitoes. While Stegomyia secutellaris breeds in such places as mentioned
in eonnection with the vellow-fever species, it differs from the latter in that
it is not restricted to such collections of water. The writer has often found
it breeding in small bodies of water in the forest., These places have been
sometimes far removed from habitations and on several occasions have been
discovered where, the writer ventures to say, not more than ome person would
visit, on an average, in a year’s time. These natural breeding places are such
small amounts of water as may be contained in a hollow stump of a free or
limb, a depression in a stone in the bed of a mountain stream, or the leaves
of plants,

#0On February 25 last, the writer ecollected what he supposed were the
egge of the vellow-fever mosquito. These were placed in a breeding jar and
hatched on March 1. On Mareh 9 the first pupae appeared and by March 11
all had transformed to the pupal stage. The first adult issved on March 12 and
proved to be seutellaris. Specimens continued to leave the water until Mareh
17, when tke Ast one completed its life-eycle. The life-cyele may be summed
np as followse the egg state is five days, the larval from eight te ten days
and the pupal three to six. Mating in this species occurs at any time during
the day. The adult infests for the most part shady places.”’ {
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THE

Longest Nights
in the Year

are now at hand. It’s the time when you will appreciate fully
the desirability of incandescent electric lighting in your home.

If you are not using electricity let us give you an esti-
mate on wiring your house and fitting it with this modern
illuminant.

Hawanan Electric Company, Ltd.

Office King near Alakea,

LMMMM

Phone 390

Ruberoid Roofing ﬂ

It's the best roofing material made—that we all agree.

But it also has several other good features. Tt makes a
substitute for linoleum as a floor covering—not <o attractive,
but just as durable and a great deal less expensive. It is used
a great deal for office floors. It is fine, too, for the flcor of

automobiles and carriages.

Lewers & Cooke, Ltd.

IT7 S. King Street

~_ Begin the New Year
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Is out &f date, in amateur photography. It's tiresome,

inaccurate, unscientific, besides being a strain on the eves,

it during that time, to get the best negative you could want.

HONOLULU PHOTO-SUPPLY (0.

“EVERYTHING PHOTOGRAPHIC.”

CAMPBELL BLOCK, FORT STREET. J




